
Traffic reporting pilots alert commuters to highway trouble spots. Helicopter
pilots fly for law enforcement, medical and business needs. Corporate pilots
allow executives to make efficient use of their time visiting clients and distant
offices. The military and NASA employ thousands of pilots. An emerging indus-
try of air taxis has pilots who transport passengers to and from the nation’s
5,000 public-use airports, on-demand. And without flight instructors, there
would be no professional pilots. Most piloting jobs require a college degree
and required FAA training, testing and licensing.

Airline and Airport Operations
Airlines, airports, the FAA and private companies
that service aircraft hire a wide range of workers
to keep flying safe and efficient. Qualifications
range from a high school diploma for ramp work-
ers to a college degree for management positions
and flight dispatchers. Specialized training is
required for other positions including air traffic
controllers, safety inspectors and airport firefight-
ing and rescue personnel.

Aircraft Manufacturing and Maintenance
It takes skilled engineers and technicians to build
and maintain today’s state-of-the-art aircraft.
Engineers must have a college degree while
technicians, machinists, and assemblers
should have at least a high school diploma.
Airframe and powerplant mechanics require at least a
high school diploma and specialized technical training and licensing. Avionics
specialists who install and service aircraft electronics are in demand with the
growth of advanced “glass cockpit” instrumentation. 

Scientific and Technical Services
It’s technology that keeps our air transporta-
tion system working smoothly. Engineers serve
multiple roles at aircraft manufacturers, the
FAA and NASA. Meteorologists provide critical
information about weather conditions for flying.
Cartographers produce vital navigation charts.
Architects design airport buildings and termi-

nals. Technicians maintain the computer, radio, satellite and radar systems
used to control the nation’s airspace. Most positions require college degrees
or technical training.

Multiple Paths for your Talents
and Interests
There are numerous aviation career options that can take advan-
tage of your unique skills. 

Do you know what keeps an airplane or helicopter flying? Sure, wings and
engines do the aerodynamic work. But it’s really people who keep aircraft going.

General aviation is a large and growing industry supporting nearly 1.3 million
jobs and $158 billion in annual economic activity in the United States. It
employs people in finance, business management, customer service, engineer-
ing, electronics, software and hardware development, marketing, sales, insur-
ance, science, law, medicine, real estate and other occupations. If you have a
passion for aviation, there are  career opportunities for you.

To turn your passion into a reality, education
and training are important. Many positions
require a college degree, technical school edu-
cation, specialized career training, or Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) certification.
That’s why there are many colleges and univer-
sities in the United States that offer aviation-
related programs. Some jobs require written
and oral examinations and practical skills tests, as well as periodic retesting.
But specialized education and training often mean positions with high wages,
good job security, flexibility and mobility.

Pilots
There are many opportunities for pilots in addition to the most obvious, the air-
lines. In agriculture, pilots ensure the productivity of our nation’s farms. Pilots
for government agencies play vital roles in land and wildlife management.
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Law and Law Enforcement
Aviation law and law enforcement require special training and knowledge.
Aviation attorneys in government, corporate and private practices require a law
degree. Drug enforcement and Customs agents need a college degree.
Accident investigators with the National Transportation Safety Board and insur-
ance companies require a college degree and related experience. Aviation
security officers, inspectors and specialists should have at least a high school
diploma and specialized training.

Food Services
Food services play an important role in
making sure flight crews and passengers
have food and beverages. In fact, food serv-
ice can make all the difference in a passen-
ger’s flight experience. That’s especially
true in corporate and charter flight opera-
tions, which seek to distinguish their level
of service. A high school diploma and
health certification are needed for most food service jobs, while a related col-
lege degree is needed for management positions.

That’s just a quick overview of some of the career paths in aviation. Use the
attached Aviation Career Finder to explore the opportunities that interest you
and the training needed. You may discover others we haven’t mentioned here.
The sky really is the limit when it comes to an aviation career.






