
Cumulus Clouds Stratiform Clouds Rain and Drizzle

0° to -20°C 0° to -15°C 0°C and below
32° to -4°F 32° to 5°F 32°F and below
-20° to -40°C -15° to -30°C

-4° to -40°F 5° to -22°F
< than -40°C < than -30°C
< than -40°F < than -22°F

Trace

Light

Moderate

Severe

Rime

Clear

Mixed Combination of rime and clear ice.
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Icing Risk

Ice becomes perceptible; accumulation rate sligthly greater than sublimation.

Accumulation rate may create problem if flight is prolonged; occasional use of 

deicing/anti-icing removes/prevents accumulation.

Accumulation rate such that even short encounters become potentially 

hazardous; deicing/anti-icing or flight diversion is necessary.
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Accumulation rate such that deicing/anti-icing fails to control hazard; 

immediate flight diversion is necessary.

Icing Intensity

Rough and milky white; generally follows surface contours; formed by 

instantaneous freezing of small supercooled water droplets.

Glossy, clear, smooth, or translucent; large accretions often appear as "horns" 

protruding from unprotected leading edge surfaces;  dense and hard to break; 

formed by slow freezing of large supercooled water droplets.

Icing Definition


