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AOPA'S GUIDE TO HOSTING 
AN AIRPORT OPEN HOUSE
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Going Forward
The first public meeting provides the group with an excellent opportunity to attract attention to
and public support for the airport. To best introduce the support group and its cause, airport tenants, 
representatives from restaurants, motels, car rental agencies, local government officials including 
the Mayor, City Council Members, members of the local tourism board and economic development 
corporation, and the local media should all be extended an invitation. The first meeting’s agenda 
should be short enough to enable the group and its membership to identify itself to the public and 
acquaint itself with those in a position to promote the local airport. 

As the group matures, it is critically important to meet regularly to address short-term issues as well 
as emerging long-term issues effectively. To be able to continually address issues at your airport, 
be sure to maintain positive relationships with those able to assist the group in achieving its goals. 
These important relationships may involve other airport tenants, local government officials, and the 
media. When issues arise, the group should attempt to bring these groups together to effectively 
address the issue. 

One of the most important things to remember moving forward is to have fun. Create opportunities 
to hold your meetings in conjunction with a social event which will keep people engaged and wanting 
to continue to participate. Fly-outs, poker runs, breakfast trips and cookouts will always draw a crowd. 

Keep AOPA Informed
While it’s up to you to create your local airport group, AOPA has resources to assist you. With an 
effective local support group in place, AOPA is in the best position to help you should an issue arise. 

One of the best ways to keep AOPA informed is through your local Airport Support Network 
volunteer. Make sure you have one, and if you don’t, nominate a member of your group (or yourself) 
now at www.aopa.org/asn.
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