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Instruction.

He didn't look like your stereo-
typical TV pilot who wears a
leather bomber jacket emblazoned
with aviation patches and silver

aviation experience.

“Come on in," Hendrickson
said. “We're all set to go. We just
have to check the weather.”

Iheard Hendrickson say some-

about ha he stud-

flight. Hazy skies mean lots of
clouds and, correct me if I'm
wrong, don't clouds carry thunder?
Hendrickson reassured me that
while a thunderstorm was possi-
ble, it was not expected until late
afternoon.

It was 11 aam.

Before our flight, Hendrickson
went over my flight experience:
I've traveled by air across land and
sea, on one occasion I rode shotgun
in a Canadian Air Force Tutor, and
on another occasion flew with a
crop duster: I'had to deal with one
obnoxious flyer insisting he could
singlikeJimman!fotonaﬂlght

to Hawaii and an emergency land-
inzatMooeeJawairbm,but

other than that most of my experi-

On a commercial jet turbulence is
rarely felt, but on a small plane the
ride can be bumpy and, at times,
slmulatethethrmsa.ndspﬂlsd a
roller coaster.

“Don’t be a hero, because it
never gets better, it only gets
worse,” Hendrickson said. “If you
start feeling uneasy, let me know. I
can have the plane down in min-
utes.”

1 can have the plane down in
minutes? Hey, I said to myself.
Planes that crash are down in min-
utes! I held that thought as I slowly
climbed into the cockpit.

1'sat on the left and Hendrickson
sat on the right. I was directed to
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