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Welcome
ÅSteve Bateman, AOPA Director of Flying Clubs & treasurer, 

maintenance and safety officer ïWestminster Aerobats Flying Club

ÅSponsor Acknowledgment ïWAFC, AOPA, FAASTeam, Baltimore 
FSDO

ÅPlease - MUTE your microphone

ÅWINGS Credit: Yesébut give me a day or twoé

ÅIn-and-outéno time for questions, but send email:
ïsteve.bateman@aopa.org
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Overview
ÅExpanding your Horizons

ïBranch Out ïnot the same hour over and overé

ïProficiency & Recency

ïTransition Training

ïEnvironmental Unfamiliarity

ÅMountains

ÅHigh desert

ÅOver water

ÅDifferent airspace and rules

ÅBroad range of piloting experience

ïBetter at handling challenges
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Where would you fly?

4



Federal Aviation
Administration

Recent flight experience ï14 CFR 61.57
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ÅTakeoffs & Landings

ïDay and night

ïTailwheel ïwheel landings?

ïInstrument

ÅFlight Review

ïCombine the review with other 

training ïcheckouts, etc.
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Horses for Courses
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Transition Training
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ÅAFH Chapters 13-16
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Pick a destination

ÅHigh density altitude

ïMountains

ïDesert

ÅComplex high-traffic airspace

ÅShort/Soft Field

ÅMaritime

ÅSurvival considerations
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Know the DA
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Å4-H Club:

ïHot

ïHigh

ïHeavy

ïHumid

ÅAtmospheric Pressure 

influences DA

ÅLower pressure = Higher PA 

= Higher DA
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DA Kills
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Ref: Foreflight Documentation
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Its All About Air Density, T, P and DP
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ÅPA  = MSL+(29.92-AS)*1,000

ïAS = Actual altimeter setting

ÅAt KFDK (309ôMSL)

ïOn std day, PA=309ô

ïAS = 28.92ò, PA=1,309ô

ï27C day? 

ïDA = 3,000ô

ÅLower atmospheric pressure 

means higher PA means 

higher DA
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Pick a destination
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ÅMountains

ÅUse the MEF

ÅStockton 

ï33ôMSL

ÅPine Mountain

ï2,933ôMSL

Å2,900ô increase 

in 50NM
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Pick a destination - Tahoe
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Å6,268ô MSL

ÅPeaks all around 10,000ô

ÅEasily gets to 30C

ÅDA gets to: 11,400ô

Å(T accounts for ~3,500ô)

ÅC172 climb rate <200FPM

ÅNeed to gain ~4,000ô

ÅWill take some 20 mins! 

ÅWill have to circle over 

airport
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Pick a destination
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ÅHigh desert

ÅNote the MEF

ÅFlagstaff 7,015ô
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But calculating DA is soé.hardé
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ÅUse the chart

ÅListen to the METAR

ÅUse, e.g. Foreflight!



Federal Aviation
Administration

Research the destination
ÅChart supplement

ÅVFR charts

ÅIFR charts for MEA, MOCA

ÅMagazine articles

ïCaution!

ÅOn-line videos

ïCaution!  

ÅLocal knowledge:

ïPilot/Instructor interviews

ïLocal flying clubs 
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Research the requirements
ÅOver water equipment

ÅSurvival gear

ÅWeight & balance calculation
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Find an Instructor

ÅYou may have to travel

ïLook for schools, instructors & courses near 

your destination

ïAsk for local instructor recommendations

ÅInterview several instructors

ïPick the best fit for you

ÅGet a thorough local checkout

ïPerhaps combine with a Flight Review
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Work up to the challenge

ÅGet some hours in the density altitude environment

ïAt a good-sized airport

ÅBefore you tackle something like this
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Dress for Success
ÅñIn an emergency, what you have in your pockets is 

survival equipment.  What you have in the baggage 

compartment is camping gearò
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Few more things
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File a Flight Plan 

andé.
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Be prepared:

ÅBasic Survival Training

ïhttp://www.faa.gov/pilots/training/airman_education/survival_training/

ÅSAS Survival Handbook
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http://www.faa.gov/pilots/training/airman_education/survival_training/
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Airspace

ÅStudy the charts

ÅDonôt for get the Fly chart on the reverse of a TAC

ÅGet local instruction

ÅMay have to take additional training. e.g. DC-SFRA and FRZ

23



Federal Aviation
Administration

24

Airspace

SFO SEC


