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Welcome
• Drew Myers, AOPA Manager of Flying Clubs

– Safety Officer and Plane Captain for Free State Flying Club 

• Sponsor Acknowledgment – FSFC, AOPA, FAASTeam, Baltimore 
FSDO

• Please - MUTE your microphone.  “Raise your hand” if you need 
something!

• WINGS Credit: Yes…but give me a day or two…

• In-and-out…no time for questions, but send email:
– drew.myers@aopa.org
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Important!

• Wilmington Delaware TFRs

• Will be popping up like 

daisies…

• Check NOTAMs

• Subscribe to NOTAM 

notifications

• Call flight service when in 

flight
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Important!
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KILG New Castle Airport
N57 New Garden Airport
7N7 Spitfire Aerodrome
KEVY Summit Airport
58M Claremont Airport
KOQN Brandywine Regional Airport
KMQS Chester County
9N2 Philadelphia Seaplane Base

KPHL Philadelphia International Airport
M06 Havre De Grace Seaplane Base
38N Smyrna Airport
MD1 Massey Aerodrome
0W3 Harford County Airport
P72 Penn's Landing Heliport
O03 Morgantown Airport
00N Bucks Airport
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Overview

• Why proficiency is important

• The path to proficiency

• Spring quarter activities

• WINGS for Clubs
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FAASTeam Mission Statement

Lower the Nation’s aviation accident rate by conveying safety 

principles and practices through training, outreach, and 

education, while establishing partnerships and encouraging the 

continual growth of a positive safety culture within the aviation 

community.
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The Path to Proficiency
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The path to proficiency doesn’t end with a check-ride.  It continues throughout your flying career

Stay on top of your game!
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GA Proficiency Vs. The Pros

• It doesn’t make sense…

– Airline pilots - flying regularly - every 6-months

– GA pilots - flying infrequently - every 24-months
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Topical Examples…
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AOPA Nall Report
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• Now interactive

• Updates as new data becomes 

available

• Highly searchable
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Why we (still) need WINGS

30th Nall Report:

• Number of accidents increasing, but so are flight 

hours 

• Number of fatal accidents - stubborn

• OK – keep doing what we are doing…but what 

else?

• Is it flattening to a new level of entitlement? 

• Given the time and effort, should we expect more?
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We make up most of the stats…
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• Pilot Related:  

Improper action or 

inaction of the pilot

– The same for years -

~70% of accidents 

caused by us

– Around 50% of pilot 

related accidents are 

fatal

15

We make up most of the stats…
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We make up most of the stats…

Choose your accidents wisely…

13%10% 31%
21%

48% 91%
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Maneuvering
• If you are involved in an accident 

involving maneuvering, there is a ~50% 
chance you will die

• So…just stop maneuvering, right?

• No – change and “up” our training!

• Meaningful checkouts and flight 
reviews

• Keep an eye out for E-3:
– “Expanded Envelope Exercises”

– “Pilots don’t have accidents in their comfort 
zones”

– “Expand a pilot’s envelope for more comfort”

– See AOPA Live 3-4-2021
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Loss of Control – The result, not the cause…

• The most lethal GA accident precursor

– Disorientation (Continued VFR into IMC)

– Distraction

– Inappropriate response to emergent event

– Lack of aircraft handling skill

– Not understanding the situation/sensation

– Inadequate risk management

• Proficiency Training addresses all of these
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“Own” The Flight Review! 

• Have a plan

– Give some thought to what you want out of it 

– Discuss your plan with your CFI ahead of the flight

• Get weird with it! 

– Practice the hard stuff

– Get out of (expand) your comfort zone

• Get more bang for your buck

– If you feel tired like you did after your first few flight lessons, you’re on 

the right track! Think of it as a workout of your skills, not a box to check 

Last point: it’s a lesson, not a checkride. Relax and learn! 
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Flight coach

• Rated and skilled in that airplane

• Familiar with the coaching environment

– Keen observer

– Teacher

– Motivator

• Develop your Personal Minimums

– Conditions for safe flight

• Keyed to individual performance

• Document and periodically review
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Calibrate your aircraft
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Calibrate yourself
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Keep an 

“info” 

sheet”

for each 

airplane
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Current vs. Proficient (Legal Vs. Safe)
• Currency: What the FAA regulations are concerned with:

– Flight review – 61.56

– Recent Flight Experience – 61.57
• 90-day passenger currency 

• 90-day night currency 

• 90-day tailwheel currency 

• IPC

• Nothing about how well you did them…

• Proficiency is what we are really after…

– Level of performance

– But you’ll likely be current if you fly enough to be proficient
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We need a GA Pilot Proficiency Program!!!

• Currency is NOT a surrogate for Proficiency

– Just like airspeed is NOT a surrogate for angle of attack

• The FAA has already provided the solution!

– A general aviation pilot proficiency program

– Proficiency though evaluated achievement to ACS 

standards:

• Knowledge

• Risk management

• Airmanship/skill
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WINGS – easy as 1, 2, 3

1. Create an account on http://faasafety.gov

2. Complete your WINGS Pilot Profile

3. Attend WINGS seminars and take WINGS flights
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http://faasafety.gov/
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WINGS Levels and Phases
• Levels:

– Basic

– Advanced

– Master

(Rumour is that this will change to just one level for new WINGS)

• Phase:
– Three knowledge and three flight activities at given level

– Can earn as many phases as you like

– Can tackle any level but  must do at least one basic phase, per year

• Earn a phase in 12-months = flight review 
– When properly documented, endorsed and validated
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Document your training

• WINGS Pilot Proficiency Program
– Online records retention

– Tailored to common GA accident precursors

– Seminars and Webinars near you 

• Like ToM

– Also need to fly!

• Three knowledge activities

• Three flight activities

http://faasafety.gov
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http://faasafety.gov/
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faasafety.gov
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• Not the easiest to 

navigate…but have a click fest

• Lots of gems, sometimes 

hidden

• Use MYWINGS to get ideas for 

knowledge and flight activities

• Flight activities must be 

endorsed by your CFI and then 

validated

• Call me if you need something 

validated…
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MYWINGS
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• Suggests knowledge and 

flight activities for you

• Change as you wish
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Activities and 

Courses
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• Something for everyone!
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Flight 

Activities
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• Something for everyone!
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WINGS Knowledge Topic of the Quarter

• Easy to do the 

three knowledge 

activities

• Online proficiency 

courses

– Self-paced

– Do it at home
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Spring Training

• Refresh your knowledge with this online course:

– ALC 62 Aeronautical Decision Making for VFR Pilots

• Build solid decision-making skills

– On the ground and in the air
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https://www.faasafety.gov/gslac/ALC/course_content.aspx?enroll=true&cID=62
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WINGS Flight Topic of the Quarter

• Easy to do the three 

flight activities

• Rewarding Flight 

Activities

– With your CFI
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Spring Training
• Practice your flying skill by 

completing these flight 

activities with your CFI:

– ASEL – Takeoffs, Landings, 

Go-Arounds

• Hone your takeoff & 

landing skills

• Practice for emergencies
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• Normal Takeoff & Climb

• Normal Approach & Landing

• Soft-Field Takeoff & Climb

• Soft-Field Approach & Landing

• Short-Field Takeoff & Maximum Performance 

Climb

• Short Field Approach & Landing

• Forward Slip to a Landing

• Go-Around / Rejected Landing

• Emergency Descent, Approach & Landing

• Systems and Equipment Malfunctions

https://www.faasafety.gov/WINGS/pub/accreditedactivities/accreditedActivityViewer.aspx?aaid=%2010
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Beyond the $149.00 hamburger (Adjusted for inflation)

• Power-Pitch-Performance exercises

• Slow flight – get there in 15 secs

• Actual stalls and recovery

• Ground reference maneuvers in wind!

• Power is a flight control

• Short & soft takeoffs & landings
– Set targets and practice to achieve them

• Power-off landings

• Instrument flying

• Maneuver of the Month – let’s all practice 
short field TO and LNDS!
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Register for knowledge credit
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Request flight credit from MyWINGS
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Request Validation of Flight Activities
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Need help with WINGS?

• Contact your local WINGSPro
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Find your 

WINGSPro
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Proficiency Training Works
• Increases confidence

• Increases comfort

• Expands horizons

• Keeps us safe
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Earning any WINGS phase 

qualifies for a Flight Review!
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References
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• FAASafety.gov
– Information and enrollment for WINGS Pilot Proficiency Program

• Off Airport Ops Guide
– Baseline performance determination examples

– https://www.faasafety.gov/gslac/ALC/libview_normal.aspx?id=135893

• Personal Minimums Development Guide
– https://www.faasafety.gov/gslac/ALC/lib_categoryview.aspx?categoryId=15&r_s=50&r_c=50

• WINGS Information and Guidance
– https://faasafety.gov/gslac/ALC/lib_categoryview.aspx?categoryId=39

https://www.faasafety.gov/gslac/ALC/libview_normal.aspx?id=135893
https://www.faasafety.gov/gslac/ALC/lib_categoryview.aspx?categoryId=15&r_s=50&r_c=50
https://faasafety.gov/gslac/ALC/lib_categoryview.aspx?categoryId=39
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Next Month’s ToM
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Angle of Attack 
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Thank you for attending

• You are vital members of our GA safety 

community
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