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Welcome
• Steve Bateman,  AOPA Director of Flying Clubs

– CFI, AOPA Check Pilot; Light Sport Repairman - Maintenance

– Treasurer, maintenance and safety officer – Westminster Aerobats Flying Club

– FAASTeam lead representative, Baltimore FSDO 

• Sponsor Acknowledgment – WAFC, AOPA, FAASTeam, Baltimore FSDO

• Please - MUTE your microphone.  

• WINGS Credit: Yes…but give me a day or two…

• In-and-out…no time for questions, but send email:

– steve.bateman@aopa.org
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Important!

• Wilmington Delaware TFRs

• Extended P-40 TFRs

• Will be popping up like 

daisies…

• Check NOTAMs

• Subscribe to NOTAM 

notifications

• Call flight service when in 

flight
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Overview

• Maintenance Advisories:

– Airworthiness Directives

• Issued by FAA

• Mandatory within stated period

• May be one-off or recurring

– Service Bulletins
• Affect airworthiness?

• Mandatory?

• Service Alerts and Bulletins – LSA:

– Issued by manufacturers
• For example, Flight Design, Vans, Rotax, etc.
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Are Service Bulletins Mandatory?

Maybe yes…Maybe no

As is our lot in aviation…It depends...

(Type of operation, aircraft type, more…)

Part 91…probably no

Part 121, 135…likely yes
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Are Service Bulletins Mandatory?

Not necessarily mandatory by law, not 

even if it is worded a: “MANDATORY 

SERVICE BULLETIN”

But perhaps by sound judgement and 

common sense

(Which doesn’t seem to be that common these 

days)

You should at least READ them to see 

what might kill you!
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Are Service Bulletins Mandatory?

If an SB is supported by an FAA 

issued Airworthiness Directive, 

you bet it is mandatory!
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Cessna T337

Fuel exhaustion.

NTSB: “Inadequate preflight briefing. Failure to verify fuel 

quantity.  Operator’s failure to comply with ‘mandatory’ 

service bulletin addressing inaccuracies in fuel indication 

system”. 

(Note: the SB was issued 18-years before the accident. When 

purchasing a plane, check for ADs and SBs).
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Piper PA28

Stuck valve.

NTSB: “Partial loss of power due to stuck exhaust valve. 

Distracted pilot exceeded the critical angle of attack.  Failure 

to comply with Lycoming Service Instruction #1425A, 

regarding inspections and maintenance to reduce possibility 

of value sticking”.
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Availability of Guidance
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Continental

http://www.continental.aero/support/service-bulletins.aspx

http://www.continental.aero/support/service-bulletins.aspx
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Lycoming

https://www.lycoming.com/contact/knowledge-base/publications

https://www.lycoming.com/contact/knowledge-base/publications
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Rotax

https://www.rotax-owner.com/en/support-topmenu/service-bulletins

https://www.rotax-owner.com/en/support-topmenu/service-bulletins
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What About LSA?
• LSAs are built to conform to industry technical consensus 

standards acceptable to the FAA

• S-LSAs are factory built to the standards

• E-LSAs are built from kits that conform to the standards

• Issued a Special airworthiness certificate in the light sport 

category

• Results in lower cost of certification, compared with 

Standard Airworthiness aircraft

• “The design holder is responsible for the continued 

operational safety oversight of this design under industry 

consensus standards”.



Federal Aviation
Administration 15

What About LSA?

• Manufacturers (airframe, engine, accessories) issue 

Service Alerts, Service Bulletins, Service Letters…

• “There must be continued airworthiness support provided 

by the manufacturer or other viable entity for the 

owner/operator to fulfill the required responsibility detailed 

in the FAA regulations and the applicable industry 

consensus standard”. (Ref. 14 CFR § 91.327)
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What About LSA?
• Manufacturers (airframe, engine, accessories) issue 

Service Alerts, Service Bulletins, Service Letters…

• Do I have to comply with a manufacturer’s Safety 

Directive on SLSA? 

– SLSA manufacturers issue Safety Alerts and Directives to 

correct unsafe conditions on their aircraft. To keep the SLSA 

airworthiness certificate valid, owners/operators must comply 

with all Safety Directives applicable to their aircraft as required 

by 14 CFR § 91.327(b)(4).

• Treat all LSA SAs, SBs, etc. as though there are 

ADs



Federal Aviation
Administration 17

How Does This Affect Me?
• Manufacturers constantly research the best information 

possible
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• The manufacturers constantly research…

• The manufacturers are trying to protect their customers 

and themselves

How Does This Affect Me?
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Cessna U206

This accident resulted in the issuance of a SB

Engine failure over water.

NTSB: “Total loss of engine power due to fuel starvation, as a 

result of accumulated debris in the fuel system.  Also causal 

was an inadequate annual inspection that did not include 

inspection of the fuel strainer inlet screen”

(This is part of the annual checklist, but an SB was issued to 

drive home its importance)
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Cessna U206
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• The manufacturers constantly research the best 

information possible

• The manufacturers are trying to protect their customers 

and themselves

• Manufacturers are trying to get our 

attention! 

How Does This Affect Me?

Mandatory
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• The manufacturers constantly research the best 

information possible

• The manufacturers are trying to protect their customers 

and themselves

• Manufacturers are trying to get our attention! 

• This all adds up to hazard mitigation for everyone!

Service Bulletin=Hazard Mitigation

How Does This Affect Me?
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How Does This Affect Me?
• Change the mindset:

• FROM: “SBs are an expensive pain, and I don’t 

have to comply”

• TO:  “SBs are issued for a reason, and I need to 

understand the underlying issues and make an 

educated choice”
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Add Recurrent ADs & SBs to Your Club Tool
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More In September Club Connector

• September 2021 Club 

Connector Newsletter

–QoM Article: What Should 

Club Members Know 

About Their Aircraft?

–Safety Article: This ToM 

presentation

•https://youcanfly.aopa.org/flying-clubs/flying-club-newsletter
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Thank you for attending!

You are vital members of 

the GA safety community!
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Next Month’s ToM 


